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Report, Rory Block, and Jarekus Singleton. 
Lewis Mashburn and his Capitol Oyster 
Bar have helped build one of the most 
thriving blues scenes in the South. “He 
lives for the music, supports the artists, 
and treats everyone like family.”

Croation Blues Forces

Organized in 2008, Croatian Blues Forces, 
a founding member of the European 
Blues Union, got its start when blues afi-
cionado Drazen Buhin, the secretary of 
the Croatian Musicians Union, arranged 
for representation of Croatia at the first 
European Blues Conference, held that 
year in Parma, Italy. In June 2009, CBF 
sent its first musician to compete in the 
International Blues Challenge in Memphis. 
Later that year, CBF held its Croatian 
Blues Challenge following the model and 
rules of the IBC, and in January 2010, 
CBF sent the winners in both the solo/
duo and band categories to Memphis. 
Every year since, CBF has conducted a 
Croatian Blues Challenge and sent repre-
sentatives in both categories to the IBC. 
Ensuring the future of blues music in 
Croatia, CBF has sent representatives to 
the Youth Showcase three times, in 2013, 
2014, and 2017. In cooperation with re-
cord labels Spona and Croatia Records, 
CBF has produced nine blues releases, 
with four more being finalized. CBF con-
tinues to support Blues in the Schools 
programs, both locally and internationally, 
produces local blues concerts throughout 
the year, and has either started or helped 
produce a number of blues festivals 
across Croatia.


